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Clinical Ethics Grand Rounds  

End of Life Conflicts in South Africa: Recurrent 
Challenges and Emerging Controversies 

 

Professor Sharon Kling, Dept. of Paediatrics & Child Heath 
Chair, Paediatrics Clinical Ethics Committee   

Tygerberg Hospital, Cape Town Area, South Africa 
 

& 

Professor Keymanthri Moodley, Dept. of Medicine 
Director, Centre for Medical Ethics & Law 

Stellenbosch University, Cape Town, South Africa 
 

 
Professor Kling 

 
Professor Moodley 

  

 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
Thursday, October 1, 2015 

MacNider Hall 321 
 

Lunch will be provided for first 50 guests 
All are welcome! 

 

Our visiting scholars will discuss approaches to withholding and withdrawing treatments, and to 

physician assisted suicide, as they are encountered in South Africa. In 1994, the South African Law 

Commission recommended legalising doctor-assisted suicide. A related bill was published for 

comment in 1997 but never enacted. In 2015, an important legal precedent was set when a 65 year 

old South African lawyer with terminal cancer requested assisted suicide via the courts. His 

request was granted hours before he died naturally, but the decision created enormous 

controversy and an appeal to overturn the ruling has been made. Join us for an exploration of end 

of life and futility issues that provoke enormous discussion in South Africa and elsewhere.  

 
Jointly sponsored by the UNC Center for Bioethics and the UNC Hospital Ethics Committee, Clinical Ethics Grand 
Rounds offers an innovative and interactive forum for engaging with ethical, legal, and policy issues of particular 
salience to patient care within the hospital. This series may fulfill requirements towards continuing ethics education 
in nursing*, social work, and other departments and divisions.  There are no commercial support or conflicts of 
interest to report. Education credits require attendance and completion of the evaluation.  
 

*UNC Health Care Nursing Practice and Professional Development, is an approved provider of continuing nursing 
education by the North Carolina Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center's Commission on Accreditation. 
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 •  professionalism  •  confidentiality  •  honesty  •  compassion  •  fidelity  •  duty  •  courage  •  respect  •  
 


