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Rules,	  Rebels	  and	  Scientific	  Integrity:	  
	  Do	  you	  have	  to	  be	  a	  “Good	  Scientist”	  

	  to	  be	  a	  good	  scientist?	  

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
219 Brinkhous-Bullitt 
TraCS Conference Rm 

Most	  courses	  and	  texts	  on	  the	  Responsible	  Conduct	  of	  Research	  imply	  that	  the	  
professional	  ethical	  norms	  they	  teach	  also	  facilitate	  the	  best	  science.	  	  But	  we	  
love	  rule-‐breakers,	  rebels,	  and	  "disruptive"	  innovators	  in	  science.	  What	  is	  the	  
relation	  between	  the	  ethical	  values	  behind	  concerns	  over	  scientific	  misconduct	  
and	  the	  intellectual	  virtues	  we	  praise	  in	  creative	  scientists?	  This	  presentation	  
will	  do	  a	  little	  conceptual	  archaeology	  on	  the	  idea	  of	  "scientific	  integrity,"	  to	  
try	  to	  shed	  some	  light	  on	  this	  relationship	  and	  its	  bearing	  on	  debates	  over	  
scientific	  misconduct. 
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